
 

 

 

 

 

                                                 
1 Translation of the key statement of the final report S17-02 Screening auf Streptokokken der serologischen 
Gruppe B im Rahmen der Vorsorgeuntersuchungen gemäß Mutterschafts-Richtlinien (Version 1.0; Status: 
11 December 2018). Please note: This document was translated by an external translator and is provided as a 
service by IQWiG to English-language readers. However, solely the German original text is absolutely 
authoritative and legally binding. 

Extract 

IQWiG Reports – Commission No. S17-02 

Screening for serological 
group B streptococci within 
the framework of the medical 
check-ups according to the 
maternity guidelines1 



Extract of final report S17-02  Version 1.0 
Screening for serological group B streptococci  11 December 2018 

Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG) - i - 

Publishing details 

Publisher: 
Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care 

 

Topic:  
Screening for serological group B streptococci within the framework of the medical check-ups 
according to the maternity guidelines 

 

Commissioning agency:  
Federal Joint Committee 

 

Commission awarded on:  
21 December 2017 

 

Internal Commission No.:  
S17-02

Address of publisher: 
Institut für Qualität und Wirtschaftlichkeit im Gesundheitswesen 
Im Mediapark 8 
50670 Köln 
Germany 

Phone: +49 221 35685-0 
Fax: +49 221 35685-1 
E-mail: berichte@iqwig.de 
Internet: www.iqwig.de 

mailto:berichte@iqwig.de
http://www.iqwig.de/


Extract of final report S17-02  Version 1.0 
Screening for serological group B streptococci  11 December 2018 

Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG) - ii - 

This report was prepared in collaboration with external experts. 

The responsibility for the contents of the report lies solely with IQWiG. 

According to §139b (3) No. 2 of Social Code Book (SGB) V, Statutory Health Insurance, 
external experts who are involved in the Institute’s research commissions must disclose “all 
connections to interest groups and contract organizations, particularly in the pharmaceutical 
and medical devices industries, including details on the type and amount of any remuneration 
received”. The Institute received the completed Form for disclosure of potential conflicts of 
interest from each external expert. The information provided was reviewed by a Committee of 
the Institute specifically established to assess conflicts of interests. The information on conflicts 
of interest provided by the external experts and external reviewers is presented in Chapter A8 
of the full report. No conflicts of interest were detected that could endanger professional 
independence with regard to the work on the present commission. 

External experts 
 Tim Mathes, Institute for Research in Operative Medicine (IFOM), University 

Witten/Herdecke, Cologne, Germany 

 Stephanie Polus, Institute for Research in Operative Medicine (IFOM), University 
Witten/Herdecke, Cologne, Germany 

 Michael Zemlin, University Hospital of the Saarland, Homburg 

IQWiG thanks the external experts for their collaboration in the project. 

IQWiG employees 
 Ulrike Paschen 

 Konstanze Angelescu 

 Ulrike Lampert 

 Wiebke Sieben 

 Vera Weingärtner 

 

 

Keywords: Screening, Streptococcus Agalactiae, Pregnancy, Benefit Assessment, Systematic 
Review 

  



Extract of final report S17-02  Version 1.0 
Screening for serological group B streptococci  11 December 2018 

Institute for Quality and Efficiency in Health Care (IQWiG) - iii - 

Key statement 
Research question 
The aim of this report is to  

 assess the benefit of universal screening for serological group B streptococci (GBS) as 
part of the medical check-ups according to maternity guidelines in comparison with the 
current standard procedure without universal screening for serological GBS 

with regard to patient-relevant outcomes. Each of the outcomes pertains to the pregnant woman 
or mother as well as the unborn child or infant. 

Conclusion 
The benefit and harm of universal screening for serological GBS as part of the medical check-
ups in accordance with maternity guidelines in comparison with the current standard procedure 
without universal screening for serological GBS are unclear; this is because neither comparative 
interventional studies on the screening chain nor treatment studies on pregnant women 
classified as having differing antibiotic prophylaxis needs have been found. Therefore, it 
remains unclear which of these two strategies is better suited for identifying the pregnant 
women who need antibiotic prophylaxis during labour to prevent GBS infection in their 
newborns. 
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