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Background 

• Dealing with methodological guidance of HTA agencies in 
various settings 
• economic evaluations (2013) 
• systematic reviews of health economic evaluations (2014) 
• overviews (reviews of reviews) (2014) 
• public health interventions (2017) 

 

• Idea to give a general overview and comparison of 
methods of HTA agencies 
 

• not feasible! Why? 
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HTA agencies 

• ~ 200 countries worldwide 
• ~ 135 HTA agencies 
• based on member lists of 

– International Network of Agencies for Health Technology 
Assessment (INAHTA) 

– Health Technology Assessment International (HTAi) 
– European Network for Health Technology Assessment (EUnetHTA) 

• Institutions working in the field of HTA, but no real 
(national/regional) HTA agencies 

• unknown HTA agencies (unlikely for OECD countries) 
 

 CAVE #1: HTA agency is ill-defined 
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methodological guidance 

approx. 135 HTA agencies 

approx. 100 guidance 
documents 

>40 HTA agencies with ≥ 1 
document 
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Characteristics of guidance by HTA agency 

• mainly from OECD countries 
• Pages: range 5-646 (median 73.5) 
• Publication dates: range 1996-2014 (median 2009) 
• 12 updated guidance documents (by 7 HTA agencies) 

since 2012 
• own guidance vs. relying on other guidance while pointing 

out differences 
• one document vs. multiple documents 

 
• CAVE #2: „methodological guidance“ is ill-defined! 

Last update: 03/2015 



Institut für Forschung in der 
Operativen Medizin IFOM 

NICE HTA Programmes 

Similar to the German situation 

Brockis et al. 2016 
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Questions 

• Do HTA agencies make their methods transparent and 
accessible? 
– Probably yes 
– No awareness of unpublished documents  
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Previous versions 
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Questions 

• Do HTA agencies make their methods transparent and 
accessible? 
– Probably yes 
– No awareness of unpublished documents  

 
• Do HTA agencies adhere to their methods? 

– Not answered yet! 
– It takes time to include new methodological developments into 

guidance documents 
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Working without guidance 

Results: In total, eight HTA agencies providing 
methodological support were found. Thirteen HTA 
agencies were found to have produced overviews 
since 2007 

Same Observation for public health interventions 
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Guidance on… 

• general HTA topics 
– priorization 

• other HTA domains 
– Health economic evaluations 
– Incorporating qualitative evidence 

• by types of intervention 
– Public health interventions 
– Vaccination 

• by types of product 
– Rapid reviews 
– modelling 
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Conclusion  

• Dealing with HTA guidance documents is complex and 
time-consuming 

• Limited to what is reported 
– Adherence to methods unknown 
– Rationale for methods unknown 
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Thank you for your attention! 
 

dawid.pieper@uni-wh.de 
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